
English 11
American Literature Sy�abus

Mrs. Kimberly Dickens
kdickens@almasd.net
479-632-2162

Grades:
I grade based on the following scale:
90- 100%= A
80- 89%= B
70- 79%= C
60-69%= D
0-59%= F

**If an assignment has a due date that has been published (via classroom notifications, BlackBoard, the gradebook,  or
Google Classroom, etc) and the student turns it in late, there will be a deduction of points  from the overall total grade
earned.

Students will be graded by various types of assignments. These are as follows but are not limited to:
Annotations
Quizzes
Writing Assignments
ACT Practice
Daily Assignments
Reflective Writings
Essays
Class Discussions
Discussion Board Posts (Google Classroom)

mailto:kdickens@almasd.net


Supplies:
➔ You will need a spiral bound notebook. Large enough for the entire year.
➔ Folder w/ prongs OR a Binder (1” or smaller)
➔ Writing Utensil- pen, pencil EVERY DAY for the WHOLE year
➔ Highlighter

Classroom Expectations & Procedures:
➔ Students will be  provided with an environment that teaches them how to be organized,

responsible, and learn self- respect when it comes to their work & effort.
◆ I do have expectations.
◆ I  do hold students responsible for their assignments.

➔ CELL PHONE POLICY
◆ Students will be required to place their cell phone in the hanging pocket station

upon entry of the classroom each day.
● Why have this policy? Because school is an academic setting where the focus

should be on learning.
● Students are one -to- one with Chromebooks, which is the device students

will need to use for classroom assignments.
◆ I  will use the phone pockets as a resource to take attendance.
◆ Any student who has their phone on their desk and uses it without permission will

be asked to put it away. If a student refuses, or continues to use it, I will follow the
handbook procedures.

➔ Google Classroom
◆ Students are expected to check their email and Google Classroom daily.

➔ Missing work
◆ If you are absent due to illness, school activity, etc, please check the missing work

crate.
◆ Any hard copies you need will be in the crate at the back of the room.

➔ Tardies
◆ We follow the Alma High School Tardy Policy as mentioned in the handbook.
◆ This is also posted on the bulletin board by the classroom door.

➔ Homework expectations
◆ You may be expected to read, write, and do other assignments outside of  class.



➔ Behavior
◆ I expect each student to treat others with respect.
◆ I expect each student to participate in discussions with respect.
◆ Do Right
◆ Be Kind

➔ Language
◆ Please do not use foul, inappropriate, or crude language within our classroom.

● Some of the literature we read and discuss does have suggestive content. We
will address these texts with maturity.

Things I just won’t tolerate…
➔ Frequent bathroom requests - unless the nurse has contacted us about a medical

issue, I expect you to take care of business before or after class.

➔ Sleeping - I like to think I am entertaining and certainly work hard to make class
interesting. I understand there are times when the material isn’t riveting; you must
push yourself to stay engaged.

➔ The two-minute shuffle - Please do not close your books, pack up your class supplies,
or ZIP your backpacks while we are speaking or still having class.

➔ Cell phone usage in class - You have Chromebooks to access the internet. Cell phones
have proven to be nothing more than a distraction for students and limit success in
class. Please see previous mention of  the cell phone policy.

RTI= Skill Development:
RTI (Response to Intervention) is a strategic standards-based assessment model to
focus on student-centered instruction. These strategies will aid in assisting students to
reach grade level standards. The goal is to help reach more students who are ‘not yet’
where they need to be within a skill. Students may receive extra instruction within class
on skills not yet mastered.



11th Grade English
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please sign below and return just this page to Mrs. Dickens by Friday, Aug. 26th,
2022.

I have read and understand the expectations for my behavior and classwork this year.

_________________________________________ ____________________________________
Student Signature Student Printed Name

We have read and understand the expectations for our child’s behavior and classwork this year.

_________________________________________
Parent/ Guardian Signature


